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To Kill a Mockingbird Analysis
To Kill a Mockingbird was written by Harper Lee and published in 1960. It became successful immediately because of how it explored the role of law and order in a racist town and loss of innocence in the face of racial prejudice. It is set in the 1930s in a racist Alabama town, Maycomb, during the great depression. The protagonist, Jean Louise Scout Finch, is aged 6 to 9 through the course of the novel. The novel's popularity is because of how it treats the sensitive topic of a child's awakening to prejudice and racism in the South. Through the characters, Lee develops themes such as the role of law and code, prejudice, the conflict between good and evil, education, and moral complexity.
Scout is presented as an unconventional girl, being raised with her brother Jem by their widowed father, Atticus Finch. Atticus is a prominent lawyer, and even though it is during the Great Depression, the family is doing well financially. He teaches his children to be just and empathetic. At some point he advises them not to shoot a mockingbird because they are innocent and harmless (Henriksson 91). The story is centered on Tom Robinson, an innocent black man accused of raping a white woman, Mayella Ewell. Atticus agrees to defend Tom. It is revealed in court that Mayella's father is abusive and has physically hurt her repeatedly. Tom, despite being innocent, is sentenced to jail by an all-white jury because he is black. Tom is later shot dead when he tries to escape from prison. This is described as a "senseless slaughter of songbirds" (Lee 128), alluding to Atticus warning his kids against murdering birds. 
While the children play, they become interested in Aurthur Boo Radley, who the town gossipers focus on because of his reclusive lifestyle. The children's plays are filled with prejudice and superstition. Boo interacts with the children indirectly on a few occasions, the most notable being when Ewell attacks Scout and Jem. Ewell kills him with a knife. The town sheriff, Heck Tate, says it's better to say Ewell fell on his knife to save Boo from unwanted attention. Scout says, "To say otherwise would be sort of like shooting a mockingbird" (Lee 73). Through Tom and Boo, Jem and Scout are introduced to social issues such as the conflict between good and evil and racism, among others. 
To Kill a Mockingbird develops and explores the themes of conflict between good and evil, education, prejudice, racism, laws and codes, and moral complexity. Laws and codes and the roles they play in the society, most of all, when applied selectively depending on race, change the importance of any legal system. The laws set in Maycomb apply to some people and are used as a means of oppression, which makes them contradictory (Henriksson 113). They do not provide justice to people like Tom and Boo. Racism has enabled these rules to be broken because some people believe they are better than others and they hold power. Tom is accused of rape because he is a black person and is convicted and found guilty because of his skin color. 
Racism reinforces the theme of the existence of moral complexity. Jem and Scout learn during the trial that human beings are not symbols of virtue and purity. When the mob tries to lynch Tom, Scout sees another side of the people she has known all her life. The issue of moral complexity is worsened by prejudice. If these people were not prejudiced against black people, they would never have convicted Tom when he was innocent. Prejudice can be ended by the proper education that Atticus instills in his children. Clearly, they would grow up to be empathetic and moral. The little education the children have enables them to see a conflict between good and evil (Henriksson 82). Jem and Scout transition from believing that people are good to realize the evil nature of humans. Atticus tells them goodness can exist in good people, but the children learn the hard way that once unleashed, evil can never be bottled up. 
Through his characters, Harper Lee constructs a coming of age story that shows children the conflicts in their community, the privilege enjoyed by some, and the suffering racism inflicts on others. Tom suffers false accusations for being black, is sentenced for a crime he did not commit and is later killed when he tries to leave. Jem and Scout learn that their society hates some people for their skin color and despises others for choosing a different lifestyle. Jem and Scout's perception that human beings are moral and empathetic beings is changed when they witness how Tom and Boo are treated. Their father's counsel helps them see what is morally right and the wrongdoing in Maycomb.  
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